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Ensuring a legacy for Oregonians and their public schools through sound stewardship 
of lands, waterways, unclaimed property, estates and the Common School Fund.

The Department of State Lands (DSL) was first established in 1878 as the Office of the Clerk of 
the State Land Board. The agency is the administrative arm of the board, managing land and other 
resources dedicated to the Common School Fund.  The Land Board, Oregon’s oldest board, is 
composed of the Governor, Secretary of State and State Treasurer. Oregon’s Constitution directs 
the board to manage state trust lands to generate revenue for Oregon public schools.

In 1957 the Legislature passed the Uniform Unclaimed Property Act and assigned the Land Board 
and DSL the responsibility of safeguarding lost financial assets until claimed by rightful owners.  

Beginning in 1967, DSL began implementing the state’s removal-fill law which protects natural 
waterways and wetlands for purposes of navigation, fisheries, commerce and recreation.  In 1989, 
the agency started Oregon’s wetlands conservation program.

The agency has four divisions, and serves as the state partner for the South Slough National 
Estuarine Research Reserve in Charleston, one of 27 reserves throughout the United States.  The 
Oregon Natural Heritage Program is also housed under DSL.  

For the 2009-11 biennium, DSL has 111 employees (108.46 FTE):

•	Director’s Office (7 staff)

•	Land Management (25 staff)

•	Wetlands and Waterways Conservation (33 staff) 

•	Finance and Administration (28 staff)

•	South Slough Reserve (18 staff)

The agency’s 2009-11 Legislatively Adopted Budget is $32,814,595, all Other Funds and  
Federal Funds.

Common School Fund
Market Value (as of June 30, 2010)	 $918 million

Distribution to Schools	 $50,450,033

Net Revenues/Receipts	 $99,071,392

Investment Earnings	 $47,248,091
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Land Management
Rangelands, Ag Lands: 	 631,917 acres
No. of active authorizations:	 176

Gross Revenues:	 $578,501

Forestlands:	 102,033 acres
No. of active authorizations:	 111

Gross Revenues:	 $9,669,065

Waterways:	 800,000 acres
No. of active authorizations:	 3,743

Gross Revenues:	 $1,810,364

Indust /Comm /Residential:	 6,912 acres
No. of active authorizations:	 77

Gross Revenues:	 $844,735

Special Stewardship Lands:	 38,816 acres
No. of active authorizations:	 22

Gross Revenues:	 $17,484

Mineral and Energy Resources:	 755,748 acres
No. of active authorizations:	 15

Gross Revenues:	 $129,341

Land Sales:	 $3,019,892 

Unclaimed Property
Gross Receipts:	 $52,418,026

Claims Paid:	 $18,127,753

Estates Program
Estates administered:	 122

Value of estates being handled:	 $2,119,951

Wetlands and Waterways 
Removal-Fill Permits:	 1,518
Individual Permits:	 149

Placer Mining:	 1,110

Other Gen. Authorizations:	 234

Emergency Authorizations:	 25

Gross Revenues:	 $553,663

Wetland Delineation Reports:	 241
Gross Revenues: 	 $95,350

Wetland Determinations:	 231

Wetland Land Use Notices:	 243

Wetland Mitigation Banks:
No. of approved banks:	 20 

No. of credits available as of 6-30-10:	 172.43

No. of credits sold in FY 2010:	 61.84 
(35 credits for Junction City prison)

Technical Assistance for Certified Industrial Sites:
No. of sites:	 17 

South Slough National 
Estuarine Research Reserve 

No. of acres:	                                     4,804

No. of research projects:	                      23

No. of educ/interp. programs:	                    250

No. of training workshops:	                      9

No. of program participants:	 7,711

No. of visitors at interp. center:	              4,733

Oregon Natural Heritage Program
No. of sites added to registry:	                3

Total acres added in FY 2010:	   1,805


