Maxweld Boats, Inc.
Fo Box 326
Hebo, O 97122
Phane; (503] 392-3

Qclober 31, 2006

Navigability Study Request Group
Oregon Department of State Lands
75 Soumimer Street NE

Salem, Oregon 973001-1279

Subject: Reguest for navigability study on Three Rivers

Thank you for giving vs the opportunity o weigh in on the navigability study for Three Rivers,

We own i lgrge streteh of riverfront property on Three Rivers. Shortly after purchasing our land, we did
allonw the public access to the rver banks for fishing,

While we understand the desire for the public 1o have access 10 the privately owned Averbanks of Three
Rivers, we do not support it for the following reasons:

I

We own and operate an aluminum catamaran menwtheturing facility on our riverfront
propetty, Allowing the public access would jeopardize the overall security to our
facility, our products, and our vehicles,

During the ghert petiod of time that we allowed public aceess to onr property, there
were numerous instances of vandalisi and theft, We provided a port-a-poity, which
was damaged due to vandalism, not to mention, the trash that was Jiscarded in the
port-a-potty even though there were clear puidelines posted describing the terms of
LIRE, '

It sprite of the fact that we provided a porl-a-potty, people still chose to defecatz on the

- ground, making no attempt 0 cover 1t up or dispose of it properlv. This in turn

prevented us from bringing owr toddler children to our own property., because we spent
all of our time deaignated to enjoving our property, ¢leaning up the mess left by others,

Our picnie table that we provided was thrown into the river and destroved,




"Besr cans, pop bottles, Tishing tackle, food wrappers, and other miscellaneous trash

was Jeft along the river banks, even though we placed a 55 gallon trash can next to the
Port-a=poiy,

If the public is indeed ullowed access to the privately owned riverbanks, who will be
responsitle for the huge mess that will ultimately result from this? Who is going 10
make sure that our personal property is safe from vandalism and theft? Who is going to
b responsible for clesning up the feces and other human waste?

These are different times now, The level of tespect shown towards property owners by
fisherman iz insulting! As children, we literally grew up using Moant Hebo and Three
Rivers a8 our playground. We were allowed sccess w any and all of the river banks
from the fsh hatchery to well past the bridge in Cloverdale, a3 long a5 we did not make
4 mess or destroy anyone’s property. We were never kicked off of a property, sitply
bacause we Followed the rules.

Unfortunately, it seema as though the majority of the fishermen that use our rivers
today feel they are entitled do have access via our properties and bear no responsibility
for the damage that they cause.

In conclusion, we do not support the requeat to allow the public secess to the privately
owned tiverbanks for all of the reasons listed above,

We are not experts on the viability of our fragile salmon coosystem, but we caniol
imaging how opening up maove of the river banks to mote fishermen would be
beneficial-

Thank you again, for the opportunity to offer input in this matier.

Bincercly,

A'fid}' H¥aThershaw
President

Debbic Heathershaw

Vice President




Here is land in question

Twp 163, Bge 04 West Section 23 Tax Lot 1700

71 acres, portions of which are across the niver.

- My info show State of Oregon is owner.

Could that be so?
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