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Question 1: How is the assessment reach defined if I am in an unconstrained setting? 
Answer 1: Assessments should be made over the length of a stream reach, rather than at one point. The assessment reach chosen should be representative of the stream, and should have a length equivalent to 35 - 40 channel widths. For narrow streams, the length of the assessment reach should be a minimum of 30 meters. We recommend walking the stream prior to choosing an assessment reach. 
Question 2: How is the assessment reach defined if I am in a constrained setting (e.g. within highway right-of-way or a single tax lot)? 
Answer 2: If it is not possible to assess a reach that is 35 to 40 channel widths in length, then apply the method for the entire length of stream that you can access. Make a note of your reach length and constraints on the data sheet. If possible, inspect upstream and downstream  sections of the stream and make a note of your observations.

Question 3: Are the results from using this method the same as a jurisdictional determination? 
Answer 3: No. Jurisdictional determinations are made by the regulatory agencies based on current guidance and policy, and the method is not meant to be a jurisdictional determination. Rather, the method provides information necessary for the agencies to make timely decisions because it helps determine the duration of streamflow. We anticipate the method will be most useful in distinguishing between ephemeral and intermittent streams. For example, the Corps and EPA assert Clean Water Act § 404 jurisdiction over ephemeral streams on a case-by-case basis, after assessing whether there is a “significant nexus” to downstream waters. Thus, the method (1) provides substantive evidence to support categorizing a stream as ephemeral, intermittent, or perennial, (2) informs the determination as to whether the “significant nexus” test is necessary, and (3) provides information relevant to the functions performed by the stream. For further information on the Rapanos decision and “waters of the United States” covered by the Clean Water Act: http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/guidance/CWAwaters.html 
Question 4: Can this method be applied to ditches? 
Answer 4: Yes, the method can be used, in combination with best professional judgment, to assess the flow duration of ditches. Our observations are that some hydrologic and biologic indicators tend to persist (wetland plants, for instance, may occur on the margins of the ditch) even with frequent maintenance of ditches.  When applying the method in ditches or modified streams be sure to note that the site is a “disturbed site/difficult situation” and describe it in the “notes.” 
Question 5: What part of the stream do I assess when working in a braided stream system? 
Answer 5: Identify the extent of the channels, based on the outer limits of ordinary high water marks, and apply the method to that area as a whole. Some indicators may be present or more apparent in the main channel versus the side channels; make a note of those differences on the field assessment form. 
Question 6: Is the method applicable when a stream goes subsurface in a portion of the assessment reach? 
Answer 6: Streams observed flowing subsurface during the assessment visit may flow on the surface during wetter times of the year; therefore, it is important to check the entire reach for indicators of streamflow. In addition, the accuracy of an assessment can be improved by conducting a follow-up visit during a wetter time of the year. 
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