General Authorization for Piling Placement and Removal 

Within Waters of the State

141-089-XXXX

Purpose

These rules set forth the conditions under which an applicant may, without an individual removal-fill permit from the Department, place or remove piling in waters of this state designated as Essential Indigenous Anadromous Salmonid Habitat (ESH) (as described in OAR 141-102) for purposes such as over-water structure support or navigational aid.
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Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible a project must:

(1) Be individual piling and piling placed for over-water structure support (e.g., piling associated with docks, piers, boardwalks), mooring and turning dolphins, or navigational aids without footings or other support structure, and not otherwise exempt from the removal-fill law as described in OAR 141-085.
(2) Be round steel piling 24 inches in diameter or smaller, steel H-piling designated as HP24 (depth of section 24 inches or less) or smaller, or untreated wood, pre-cast concrete or plastic piling. 

(3) Be placed:

(a) So as not to form headwalls or other bank treatment structures, impede normal water flow into or within wetlands or deflect water in a manner that causes erosion, or create new uplands;
(b) In non-wetland or non-tidal waters; 

(c) By vibratory hammer or impact hammer, subject to the activity specific conditions set forth below. Hydraulic jetting is not allowed; and
(d) So as not to interfere with, or create a hazard to, recreational or commercial navigation.   

(4) Be removed by means of vibratory method only.
(5) Be placed or removed so as not to require dewatering of the project area.
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Authorized Activities
(1) Placement of no more than five pilings or one dolphin consisting of three to five pilings.
(2) Removal of no more than five pilings or one dolphin consisting of three to five pilings.
(3) Number of pilings shall be the minimum necessary to fulfill the essential purpose or function.
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Activity Specific Conditions

Proposed projects eligible for this General Authorization shall adhere to the General Conditions at OAR 141-089-XXXX and the following activity specific conditions: 

(1) Vibratory hammer must be used whenever feasible. If impact hammer must be used to drive or proof steel piles, sound attenuation measures including cushion blocks (wood blocks between pile and hammer) and bubble curtains operated so as to distribute air bubbles around 100 percent of the piling for the full depth of the water column must be used:
(a) If water velocity is 1.7 miles per hour or less, an unconfined bubble curtain may be used; or
(b) If water velocity is greater than 1.7 miles per hour, a confined bubble curtain (e.g., bubble ring surrounded by fabric or metal sleeve) must be used.
(2) Removal of piling shall be conducted using vibratory method only and further conditioned as follows: 

(a) Piling must not be intentionally broken by twisting or bending;
(b) Upon removal, piling must be handled so as to effectively contain all sediment.  All return flows must meet state water quality standards; and
(c) Piling and containment materials will be disposed in approved upland disposal site.
(3) If treated or untreated wood piling breaks above or below the bed surface within an area of uncontaminated sediment, piling shall be cut at least three feet below the bed surface or otherwise pushed into that depth, then covered with a cap of clean substrate.
(4) If treated or untreated wood piling breaks above the bed surface within an area of known contaminated sediment, piling must be cut at the bed surface or otherwise pushed to that depth.  If piling breaks in contaminated sediment below the bed surface, no further attempt at removal will be made and the hole must be covered with a cap of clean substrate.
(5) Piling must be fitted with devices to effectively prevent perching by fish-eating bird species.
(6) Piling must be placed or removed from a barge-mounted or above top-of-bank position. If barge-mounted, barge shall not at any time be grounded on the bed or banks.
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