General Authorization for Temporary Impacts to Non-tidal Wetlands

141-089-XXXX

Purpose 

These rules set forth the conditions under which an applicant may, without an individual removal-fill permit from the Department, temporarily place or remove material in non-tidal wetlands that are waters of this state for such purposes as construction staging, placement or maintenance of utility lines or constructing temporary access.

141-089-XXXX

Eligibility Requirements
(1) Impacts shall be rectified within 24 months from the date of the impact.
(2) The project shall not involve impacts to wetlands identified as a wetland type of conservation concern.  For the purposes of this General Authorization, wetlands of conservation concern are bogs, fens, playas, salt flats, alkaline lakes, interdunal wetlands, hot springs, mature forested wetlands, vernal pools, ultramafic soil wetlands, and native wet prairies.
(3) Impact to tidal waters is not allowed.
(4) Impacts cannot take place where state or federally listed species are present.
(5) Activities shall not be allowed to convert wetland to upland, or one Cowardin or Hydrogeomorphic class to another.

141-089-XXXX

Authorized Activities

Temporary impacts of up to 0.2 acres of non-tidal wetlands, including disturbance from equipment and all other impacts.

141-089-XXXX

Activity Specific Conditions

Proposed projects eligible for this General Authorization shall adhere to the General Conditions at OAR 141-089-XXXX and the following activity specific conditions: 

(1) Before initiation of the project, photos shall be taken at photo points established at 50- foot intervals, and shall also include each wetland boundary.
(2) One year following site rehabilitation, a monitoring report, sufficient to demonstrate rehabilitation of the site, must be submitted. The report shall include at each wetland boundary: plots demonstrating hydrology, description of the plant community, and photos taken at the previously established photo points.
(3) Before placing temporary fill in wetlands, fabric shall be placed to allow complete removal of all temporary materials. If necessary to assist with removal of the fill, chain link fence or similar material may be placed under the fill. All fabric, fencing and other materials shall be completely removed by project completion. 

(4) When trenching, the upper 12 inches of topsoil must be removed and stockpiled separately from subsurface soils and used as the final layer in backfilling the trench.
(5) Underground hydraulic piping shall not be allowed to dewater the site or adjacent wetlands. If the native underlying soils are not used as bedding material, and a coarser, non-native soil or other material is used; preventative measures shall be used such as restoration of the restrictive layer and placement of clay or concrete plugs. At a minimum, clay or other impermeable plugs shall be placed at each wetland boundary. 

(6) If the project includes stream crossings, all crossings shall be made by directional boring under waterways. For pipes up to and including 12 inches in diameter, the minimum depth of the boring shall be 15 feet below the deepest point of the stream at the crossing. For pipes greater than 12 inches in diameter, the minimum depth of the boring shall be 20 feet below the deepest point of the stream at the crossing. All drilling equipment, drill recovery and recycling tanks or pits, and any waste or spoil produced, will be completely isolated, recovered, then recycled or disposed of to prevent entry into waters of the state.  In the event that drilling fluids enter a water of the state, the equipment operator must stop work, immediately initiate containment measures and report the spill to the Oregon Emergency Response System (OERS) at 800 452 0311. Prior to cleanup, plans must be submitted and required authorizations obtained from the Department and other regulatory agencies.
(7) A copy of a valid, Department-approved wetland delineation map and concurrence letter must be provided with the notification form.
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