General Authorization for Transportation Maintenance

141-085-XXXX

Purpose

These rules set forth the conditions under which an applicant may, without an individual removal-fill permit from the Department, place or remove material in waters of the state for transportation maintenance.
141-089-XXXX 

Eligibility Requirements 

(1) Activities eligible for this general authorization shall minimize risk to property and public safety, while not interfering with the use of waters of this state for navigation, fishing and public recreation.  

(2) The project shall not cause the water to rise or be redirected in such a manner that flooding or other damage results to structures or substantial property off the project site. 

(3) Material used for stabilization and scour protection shall be similar to materials currently or historically found naturally in the stream reach. 

(4) The project shall have only minimal temporary adverse effects to existing wetlands. 

(5) The project shall not involve any impact to wetlands identified as a wetland type of conservation concern.  For the purposes of this GA, wetlands of conservation concern are bogs, fens, playas, salt flats, alkaline lakes, interdunal wetlands, hot springs, mature forested wetlands, vernal pools, ultramafic soil wetlands, and native wet prairies. 
(6) The authorization shall be effective fifteen (15) calendar days from receipt of the notice.
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Authorized Activities 
(1) Debris may be removed that impairs or interferes with the intended use of transportation structures, as follows:

(a) Removal of logs or other debris that has settled on the streambed and become buried in sediment is acceptable;

(b) Debris may be placed below ordinary high water or in wetlands;

(c) Sediment that extends beyond what is considered within, on top or immediately adjacent to the culvert as set forth in OAR 141-085, may be removed and placed in an upland location to restore serviceability;

(d) Trash, refuse, garbage, wreckage, debris and other foreign material may be removed from trash racks; and

(e) Removing a beaver dam above a culvert is allowed, provided a replacement beaver dam is constructed downstream.  A drainage structure must be installed under the new dam to maintain stream flow and not cause flooding.
(2). Woody and herbaceous plants may be installed by both hand and mechanized means. This includes live fascines, brush mattresses, live stake or pole planting, trenching and stinger planting methods. 

(3) Placement of biodegradable coir logs, straw bales, or straw logs used for toe protection, bank reshaping, terracing and sediment control.
(4) Creation of a terrace or bench at the ordinary high water line shall meet the following criteria: 

(a) The slope shall mimic the natural streambank to the maximum extent possible;

(b) Treated streambanks shall not be sloped steeper than 3:1 (h/v); 

(c) Treated streambanks shall not exceed 100 feet in length;

(d) Treated streambanks shall be replanted with native vegetation; and

(e) Only degradable fabrics shall be used when necessary. 

(5) Roughness trees or tree revetments placed along streambanks to increase the resistance and to slow stream flow. The project shall meet the following criteria:

(a) Treated streambanks shall not exceed 500 feet in length; and

(b) If anchoring or fastening is necessary, only smooth, single-string wire, degradable rope or rock ballast may be used. Braided wire cable shall not be used to anchor the trees.
(6) Log jams placed to regulate flow or where the mechanism of failure is toe erosion or scour. The project shall meet the following criteria:

(a) The length of key pieces of wood with root wads shall be at least one and one-half times the bankfull width of the waterway. The length of key pieces of wood without roodwads shall be at least twice the bankfull width; 

(b) The logjam shall be appropriately sized to the stream but shall not occupy more than 20 percent of the bank full width; and 

(c) If anchoring or fastening is necessary, only smooth, single-string wire, degradable rope, or rock ballast may be used.  Braided wire cable shall not be used to anchor the trees.
(7) Log toes placed where the primary mechanism of failure is toe erosion.   The project shall meet the following criteria:

(a) Log toes shall be allowed to degrade or shift over time;

(b) Log toes shall provide only temporary erosion protection;

(c) Log toes shall allow for a natural rate of erosion to occur once streambank vegetation is established; 

(d) Log toes shall not extend above the ordinary high water line; and

(e) The length of logs shall be at least one and one-half times the bankfull width of the waterway if root wads are attached.  If the root wads are not attached, the length of the logs shall be at least twice the bankfull width.
(8) Placement of boulders shall be for the purpose of increasing habitat diversity and complexity, improving flow heterogeneity, providing stable habitat structures, moderating flow disturbances, or providing refuge during high flows.  Boulder placement shall meet the following criteria:

(a) The project location is not tidally influenced; and

(b) The material is placed consistent with the Guide to Placing Large Wood and Boulders (DSL/ODFW 2010).
(9) Test holes and borings associated with planning and design of a transportation structure are acceptable.
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Activity Specific Conditions 

Proposed projects eligible for this General Authorization shall adhere to the General Conditions of Issuance (OAR 141-089-XXXX) and the following conditions: 

(1) All spoil materials shall be removed from the wetland, waterway, or 100-year floodplain and be disposed of in an upland site.
(2) Only clean, erosion-resistant rock from an upland source shall be used. No debris, including broken concrete or asphalt shall be used.
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