General Authorization for Waterway Habitat Restoration

141-089-XXX

Purpose 

This General Authorization is for removal/fill activities with the primary purpose of improving aquatic habitat and/or facilitating species recovery in waterways including rivers, streams, lakes, and estuaries. 

141-089-XXX 

Eligibility Requirements 

(1) To be eligible, a project must meet the criteria listed in x-x and comply with the general conditions (OAR 141-089-XXXX).
(2) Activities eligible for this general authorization shall be for the purpose of waterway habitat restoration.  Projects shall be designed to enhance or restore natural hydrologic regimes or patterns and be designed to minimize the risk associated with property, safety, or head cutting of the waterway while restoring or protecting the recreational, navigational, and aquatic productive capacity of the site.
(3) The authorization shall be effective fifteen (15) calendar days from receipt of the notice.

141-089-XXX

Authorized Activities

(1) Barrier removal to reconnect stream corridors, reestablish wetlands, restore more natural channel and flow conditions, and assist fish and wildlife movement.  The project shall meet the following criteria: 

(a) Consist of removing artificially created barriers including, but not limited to, dams, earthen embankments, spillway systems, tidegates, outfalls, and pipes; and

(b) Cumulative removal-fill for this activity shall not exceed 200 cubic yards in waters of this state.
(2) Construction of drop structures to stabilize channel grade, reduce erosion, reconnect a stream to the floodplain, and/or reduce channel incision.  The project shall meet the following criteria:
(a) Drop structures shall be constructed of materials that mimic natural substrate found within the stream system;

(b) Drop structures shall slope from the banks toward the apex and the vertical ratio for this slope should not exceed 5:1;

(c) Drop structures should contain a notch placed in the structures to aid in low-flow fish passage;

(d) Drop structures shall be sized appropriately for the stream system and be stable during a 25-year high flow event; and

(e) Cumulative removal-fill for this activity shall not exceed 100 cubic yards in waters of this state.
(3) Installation or replacement of passage structures including, but not limited to, vertical slot fishways, nature-like fishways, roughened ramps, and lamprey ramps to aid fish and/or wildlife passage.  The project shall meet the following criteria:

(a) Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) shall be notified during the planning phase;  

(b) Passage structures shall be designed to consider the velocity, depth, pool-length, and jump-height preferences of native species and remain operable during high river flows;

(c) Passage structures shall be sized appropriately for the stream system and be stable during a 25-year high flow event; 

(d) Protrusions shall not extend into the flow path of the passage structure; and

(e) Cumulative removal-fill for this activity shall not exceed 100 cubic yards in waters of this state.  

(4)  Installation or replacement of fish screening structures shall meet the following criteria:

(a) Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) shall be notified during the planning phase; 

(b) Screens shall meet ODFW fish screen and passage criteria; and 

(c) Cumulative removal-fill for this activity shall not exceed 100 cubic yards in waters of this state.
(5) Construction of self-sustaining, low profile, porous weirs to increase habitat complexity, improve fish passage, control channel alignment, alter channel width to depth ratios, prevent streambed degradation, and recruit spawning gravel.  The project shall meet the following criteria:

(a) Porous weirs shall be constructed of materials that mimic natural substrate found within the stream system;

(b) Porous weirs shall be placed so scour pools occur in areas where pools would naturally form;

(c) Porous weirs shall be of a height that results in only nominal backwater conditions, configured in a “V” or “W” shape, and orientated at a 30 to 40 degree angle pointed upstream;

(d) Porous weirs shall be sized appropriately for the stream system and be stable during a 25-year high flow event; 

(e) Porous weirs shall not result in culvert inlet or outlet scour; and

(f) Cumulative removal-fill for this activity shall not exceed 100 cubic yards in waters of this state.
(6) Restore existing side channel or alcove habitat that has been artificially blocked to reconnect the stream channel with the floodplain and/or the main stem, provide long-term nutrient storage, increase habitat diversity and complexity, improve flow heterogeneity, or provide refuge during high flows.   This activity shall not result in:

(a) Avulsion or lowering of the water table; 

(b) Stranding of fish during low-flow periods;

(c) Capture and relocation of the main channel; 

(d) Un-natural inlet and outlet connections with the main channel; and

(e) Cumulative removal-fill for this activity exceeding 200 cubic yards in waters of this state.

141-089-XXXX 

Activity Specific Conditions

Proposed projects eligible for this General Authorization shall adhere to the General Conditions at OAR 141-089-XXXX and the following activity specific conditions: 

(1) Rock/gravel shall be used under the following conditions:

(a) Only clean, non-angular rock/gravel similar to naturally occurring substrate of the stream system shall be used;

(b) Only the minimal amount necessary may be used to achieve project objectives;

(c) Rock/gravel shall be placed in a manner that does not increase the upland surface area; and

(d) All rock shall be placed, not dumped from above the bank line.
(2) Barrier removal shall not result in head cutting.
(3) Activities other than passage structure or fish screen installation or replacement shall be self-sustaining and not require regular maintenance or manipulation.

(4) Consultation with, but not limited to, the following agencies and/or division may be necessary prior to initiating impacts:

(a) The Oregon Water Resources Department;

(b) The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife; 

(c) The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality; 

(d) The Oregon State Marine Board; and

(e) The Department of State Lands Land Management Division (for work on state owned or managed lands). 

141-089-XXXX 

Activity Specific Exemptions

(1) Placement of spawning gravel to amend gravel deficient systems.  The project shall meet the following criteria:

(a) The project location is not tidally influenced; and

(b) The material is placed consistent with the Guide to Placing Large Wood and Boulders (DSL/ODFW 2010).
(2) Placement of boulders to increase habitat diversity and complexity, improve flow heterogeneity, provide stable habitat structures, moderate flow disturbances, or provide refuge during high flows.  Boulder placement shall meet the following criteria:

(a) The project location is not tidally influenced; and

(b) The material is placed consistent with the Guide to Placing Large Wood and Boulders (DSL/ODFW 2010).
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