General Authorization for Wetland Ecosystem Restoration 

141-089-XXXX

Purpose

These rules set forth the conditions under which an applicant may, without an individual removal-fill permit from the Department, carry out restoration activities for the purpose of wetland ecosystem restoration. Under this General Authorization (GA), wetland ecosystem restoration means the return of natural and historic functions to a disturbed or altered wetland through the manipulation of the physical, chemical or biological characteristics of a site.
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Eligibility Requirements 

(1) The project purpose is to improve the existing condition of a site to repair or return natural and historic functions to a disturbed or former wetland for wetland ecosystem restoration.
(2) The project may target restoration of selected natural and historic functions, but this targeted approach may not occur at the detriment of existing or natural and historic functions or to functions and values that address problems identified in a watershed water quality management plan.
(3) Single purpose projects such as water quality improvement, floodwater retention or wildlife habitat enhancement are not authorized unless they return a wetland to its natural and historic characteristics and functions.
(4) The current site conditions reflect alterations in topography, soils, native vegetation or hydrology that have resulted in wetland loss and/or wetland disturbance and the impacts are potentially reversible. 

(5) The project does not involve the planned introduction of non-native or invasive plants other than for temporary soil stabilization. Acceptable exotic grass seed mixes are non-persistent and certified free of noxious weeds.
(6) Hydrolologic manipulation shall result in the hydrology (including the timing of inflow and outflow, duration, frequency and hydroperiod) of the restored site approximating the conditions that existed before alteration, to the maximum extent practicable.
(7) The project does not cause significant adverse impacts to undisturbed wetland communities on-site or adjacent to the project area.
(8) If the project is in a Wetland Conservation Area, the activities must be in conformance with the approved Wetland Conservation Plan.
(9) Projects cannot be for the purpose of complying with the requirements of compensatory wetland mitigation or for restoring a wetland previously constructed, restored or enhanced for the purpose of complying with the requirements for compensatory wetland mitigation under OAR 141-085.
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Authorized Activities

(1) Activities needed to reestablish and maintain native vegetation, including mechanized land clearing to remove non-native vegetation and disking for seedbed preparation and planting native wetland species.
(2) Grading and contouring to reestablish topographic relief  (six inch maximum elevation rise or drop) in areas that have been previously leveled, scalped or otherwise disturbed to eliminate pre-existing microtopography.
(3) Floodplain contouring of wetland terraces to reconnect a waterbody to an adjacent wetland or expand the area of seasonal inundation. This activity does not include modification of the waterbody channel.
(4) Shallow excavation (scrapes, borrows and swales) not to exceed two feet in depth from existing ground surface with 6:1 or gentler side slopes. If shallow excavation is combined with berm construction, the maximum depth of inundation shall not exceed two feet.
(5) Construction of low earthen berms and vegetated spillways that impede, direct or contain surface water may be used to extend the area and/or duration of inundation and to restrict inundation from adjacent properties. The design height of the berms shall be no more than 18 inches from the existing ground level, with variable slopes at 6:1 or gentler, and with a maximum freeboard of 12 inches during periods of optimal inundation. These structures may be installed to manipulate seasonal water depth, duration and degree of fluctuation that would be characteristic of natural and historic hydrologic conditions and to manage invasive species. When berms are combined with shallow excavation, the maximum depth of inundation shall not exceed two feet.
(6) Soil, sediment or other materials that have been placed or accumulated in a wetland may be removed to approximate the original topography.
(7) Diversion structures, water control structures, small (3 feet high or less) berms and tide gates may be removed as long as the removal does not cause water to rise or be redirected in such a manner to result in flooding or other damage to structures or substantial property off of the project site.
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Activity Specific Conditions

Proposed projects eligible for this General Authorization shall adhere to the General Conditions of Issuance (OAR 141-089-XXXX) and the following conditions: 

(1) Project proponents shall diligently work to eradicate, control or contain invasive species and comply with Oregon’s weed laws (ORS Chapters 452, 561 and 570). 

(2) If activities cannot be completed during the dry season, the site shall be seeded and/or mulched, or other temporary erosion control methods must be used.
(3) Temporary or permanent soil stabilization shall be accomplished within 15 days after earthwork. Permanent stabilization with native species shall replace any temporary measures by the next growing season.
(4) Excavated materials, removed vegetation, and construction debris shall be removed from the wetland, waterway or floodplain and placed in an upland site.  Spoil and woody debris may be used within the project area for plugging or filling of drainage ditches, for construction of low berms, and for habitat structure, as appropriate.
(5) Upon completion of the project, the project shall be reported to the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board.
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Activity Specific Exemptions

The disruption or removal of subsurface drainage structures (e.g., drain tiles) and plugging or filling of drainage ditches (does not include channelized streams) is an exempt activity that requires notification to the Department under OAR 141-085. 
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