General Authorization for Recreational Placer Mining 

within State Scenic Waterways 

141-089-XXXX 

Purpose
These rules set forth conditions under which an applicant may, without an individual removal-fill permit from the Department, fill, remove and move material in waters of this state for the purpose of recreational placer mining within areas designated as State Scenic Waterways (SSW). Dredging is expressly prohibited by law in SSWs, and is not authorized by this General Authorization.
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Eligibility Requirements

(1) The activity is for the specific purpose of recreational placer mining. 

(2) The activity is conducted within State Scenic Waterways.
(3) The activity does not involve dredging.
(4) The activity will remove, fill or move less than twenty-five (25) cubic yards of material annually from or within the bed of a stream designated as SSW. 
(5) The activity is confined to the wetted perimeter.
(6) The activity does not disturb the streambank, including any rooted or embedded woody plants below Ordinary High Water.
(7) The activity does not divert a waterway or obstruct fish passage. 

(8) The activity creates only the minimal area of impounded water necessary to operate the dredge and the impoundment structure is removed immediately upon completion of the mining activity.
(9) No movement is allowed of boulders, logs, stumps or other woody material from within the wet perimeter other than movement by hand and non-motorized equipment.
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Authorized Activities

Recreational placer mining that does not include motorized suction dredging.
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Activity Specific Conditions

Proposed projects eligible for this General Authorization shall adhere to the General Conditions of Issuance (OAR 141-089-XXXX) and the following activity specific conditions: 

(1) The activity shall not interfere with the use of waters of this state for navigation, fishing and public recreation. 

(2) Upon completion of the activity at a given location, the authorization holder must level all piles and fill all furrows, potholes or other depressions created by the activity.
(3) The authorization holder shall report, on a form provided by the Department, the estimated amount of material filled, removed or moved in each specific waterway mined during the preceding calendar year. 
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